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HISAR, JULY 25

Agriculture sciéntists from
Chaudhary Charan Singh
Haryana Agricultural Uni-
versity (HAU) Hisar, claimed
to have identified a new
pathogen  Colletotrichum
nymphaeae responsible for
the deadly crown rot disease
in strawberries. This marks
the first time the pathogen
has been identified in the
countrytheyclmm,‘

This disease has previous-
ly caused significant dam-
age to strawberry crops,
with an estimated loss of 20-
22 per cent last year alone.
Vice-Chancellor Prof BR
Kamboj has asked the sci-
entists to begin work on
managing the disease hop-
ing that effective solutions
will soon be developed.

A university spokesperson
said the international pub-
lishing house Elsevier,

renmr its academic
and _ ;@m'nal has
ished

sclentlsts are nuw the ﬁrst
researchers in India to report
this disease, he said.

Prof Kamboj congratulated

the scientists on the achié¥e-

ment and ‘emphasised the
importance of timely recogni-
tion of emérgifig threats in
agriculture. He urged the
team to focus on strict moni-
toring of the disease’s spread
and towork quickly on devel-
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respon3|ble forthe deadly crown rotdiseasein strawbemes %

" Sclentists with my'wa_ofm Kambojaﬂnrmmrsucoessful e
Monﬁﬁmﬁom new strawberry disease. TRIBUNE PHOTO

opirlg efféctive dontrol meas- - informed that the crown vt
" uivesh disease caused significant
DrRajbir Garg, the Director

_of Reésearch, said Hisar had
become a major strawberry
t‘annmg hyb in m

dedicated to sh-awbmyclﬂtl-
vation in Syahadwa and
adjoining =~ villages. He

e to the (:rops in the
g
region. The strawbemes

e Rl

intefnationially, with farmers

in nearby villages like
Chanana, Harita, and Miran
also taking up strawberry

farming inspired by the guc-
cess of Syahadwa’s farmers.
The university's efforts to
introduce strawberry farm-
ing in the region back in 1996
havelaid the fmmdahOﬁ' T a

are achve};y wurking on tar- _
geted measures to under-
the disease’s spread
itigate its impact on
strawberrypmduchon
The unmermty spokesper-
son smd the research was a

including Anil Kumar Saini,
Sushil Sharma, Rakesh
mﬂnt Anil Kumar, Rakesh

ml{mnar Vikas

RPSDalal an

‘Student
Shubham Saini. ot
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